WODC Local Plan 2031 Objectives, Principles and Policies.
Selected for relevance re Elivia Homes Planning Application.
Core Objectives

CO1 Enable new development, services and facilities of an appropriate scale and type
in locations which will help improve the quality of life of local communities and where
the need to travel, particularly by car, can be minimised.

CO2 Ensure that new developments are suitably located and well designed to protect
and enhance the individual form, character and identity of our towns and villages as
well as contributing to the quality of life in West Oxfordshire.

CO3 Promote safe, vibrant and prosperous town and village centres and resist
proposals that would damage their vitality and viability or adversely affect measures to
improve those centre

CO4 Locate new residential development where it will best help to meet housing needs
and reduce the need to travel.

COS5 Plan for the timely delivery of new housing to meet forecast needs and support
sustainable economic growth.

CO6 Plan for an appropriate mix of new residential accommodation which provides a
variety of sizes, types and affordability with special emphasis on the provision of homes
for local people in housing need who cannot afford to buy or rent at market prices
including those wishing to self build, as well as homes to meet the needs of older
people, younger people, black and minority ethnic communities, people with
disabilities, families and travelling communities.

CO7 To support sustainable economic growth which adds value to the local economy,
improves the balance between housing and local jobs, provides a diversity of local
employment opportunities, capitalises on economic growth in adjoining areas,
improves local skills and work readiness, removes potential barriers to investment and
provides flexibility to adapt to changing economic needs.

CO8 To enable a prosperous and sustainable tourism economy.
CO9 Promote inclusive, healthy, safe and crime free communities.

CO10 Ensure that land is not released for new development until the supporting
infrastructure and facilities are secured.

CO11 Maximise the opportunity for walking, cycling and use of public transport.



CO12 Look to maintain or improve where possible the health and wellbeing of the
District’s residents through increased choice and quality of shopping, leisure,
recreation, arts, cultural and community facilities.

CO13 Plan for enhanced access to services and facilities without unacceptably
impacting upon the character and resources of West Oxfordshire.

CO14 Conserve and enhance the character and significance of West Oxfordshire’s high
quality natural, historic and cultural environment — including its geodiversity, landscape,
biodiversity, heritage and arts — recognising and promoting their wider contribution to
people’s quality of life and social and economic well-being both within the District and
beyond.

CO15 Contribute to reducing the causes and adverse impacts of climate change,
especially flood risk.

CO16 Enable improvements in water and air quality.

CO17 Minimise the use of non-renewable natural resources and promote more
widespread use of renewable energy solutions.

CO18 Improve the sustainable design and construction of new development, including
improving energy, water efficiency and water management.

POLICY OS1: Presumption in favour of sustainable development.

Planning applications that accord with the policies in this Local Plan (and, where
relevant, with policies in Neighbourhood Plans) will be approved, unless material
considerations indicate otherwise. Where there are no policies relevant to the
application or relevant policies are out of date at the time of making the decision then
the Council will grant permission unless material considerations indicate otherwise-
taking into account whether:

¢ Any adverse impacts of granting permission would significantly and demonstrably
outweigh the benefits, when assessed against the policies in the National Planning
Policy Framework taken as a whole; or

* Specific policies in that Framework indicate that development should be restricted.
POLICY OS2: Locating development in the right places
Main service centres, rural service centres and villages.

A significant proportion of new homes, jobs and supporting services will be focused
within and on the edge of the main service centres of Witney, Carterton and Chipping
Norton. A number of site allocations are proposed to ensure identified needs are met.
The distribution of development is set out in Policy H1. Due to the size of the settlement
and its proximity and connections to Oxford City, Eynsham will also make a significant



contribution towards meeting the identified housing needs of the District and Oxford
City with a strategic urban extension to be provided to the west of the village. A new rural
service centre - Oxfordshire Cotwolds Garden Village - will be created to the north of
Eynsham to contribute towards Oxford City’s needs. This will comprise a self-contained
settlement based on ‘garden village’ principles and will play a complementary role to
Eynsham. Woodstock is suitable for a reasonable scale of development, whilst
protecting its important historic character and the setting of Blenheim Palace, in order
to deliver affordable housing, enhance local services and reinforce its role as a service
centre. Burford and Charlbury are relatively constrained by their AONB location and
Bampton and Long Hanborough have a more restricted range of services and facilities.
Consequently, these rural service centres are suitable for a modest level of
development to help reinforce their existing roles. Two site allocations are proposed at
Long Hanborough. The villages are suitable for limited development which respects the
village character and local distinctiveness and would help to maintain the vitality of
these communities. A number of site allocations are proposed to ensure identified
needs are met. Further allocations may be made through Neighbourhood Plans.

General principles
All development should:

Be of a proportionate and appropriate scale to its context having regard to the potential
cumulative impact of development in the locality;

Form a logical complement to the existing scale and pattern of development and/or the
character of the area;

Avoid the coalescence and loss of identity of separate settlements;

Be compatible with adjoining uses and not have a harmful impact on the amenity of
existing occupants;

As far as is reasonably possible protect or enhance the local landscape and the setting
of the settlement/s;

Not involve the loss of an area of open space or any other feature that makes an
important contribution to the character or appearance of the area;

Be provided with safe vehicular access and safe and convenient pedestrian access to
supporting services and facilities;

Not be at risk of flooding or likely to increase the risk of flooding elsewhere; ® Conserve
and enhance the natural, historic and built environment;

Safeguard mineral resources;



In the AONB, give great weight to conserving landscape and scenic beauty and comply
with national policy concerning major development;

In the Green Belt, comply with national policies for the Green Belt;

Be supported by all necessary infrastructure including that which is needed to enable
access to superfast broadband.

POLICY OS3: Prudent use of natural resources

All development proposals (including new buildings, conversions and the refurbishment
of existing building stock) will be required to show consideration of the efficient and
prudent use and management of natural resources, including:

* making the most efficient use of land and buildings, whilst having regard to the
character of the locality

¢ delivering development that seeks to minimise the need to travel

* minimising use of non-renewable resources, including land and energy, and
maximising opportunities for travel by sustainable means

* minimising their impact on the soil resource*

¢ minimising energy demands and energy loss through design, layout, orientation,
landscaping, materials and the use of technology;

* minimising summer solar gain, maximising passive winter solar heating, lighting,
natural ventilation, energy and water efficiency and reuse of materials;

e maximising resource efficiency, including water. All new residential development will
be expected to achieve the optional building regulations requirement for water
efficiency of 110 litres/person/day.

* minimising risk of flooding;
e making use of appropriate sustainable drainage systems;
¢ using recycled and energy efficient materials;

* minimising waste and making adequate provision for the re-use and recycling of
waste; and causing no deterioration and, where possible, achieving improvements in
water or air quality.

* Guidance includes the 2011 DEFRA publication: Construction Code of Practice for
the Sustainable Use of Soils on Construction Site

POLICY OS4: High quality design



High design quality is central to the strategy for West Oxfordshire. New development
should respect the historic, architectural and landscape character of the locality,
contribute to local distinctiveness and, where possible, enhance the character and
quality of the surroundings and should:

¢ demonstrate high quality, inclusive and sustainable design with the provision of a safe,
pleasant, convenient and interesting environment where the quality of the public realm
is enhanced and the likelihood of crime and fear of crime is reduced; and

* not harm the use or enjoyment of land and buildings nearby including living conditions
in residential properties; and

e demonstrate resilience to future climate change, particularly increasing temperatures
and flood risk, and the use of water conservation and management measures; and

® conserve or enhance areas, buildings and features of historic, architectural and
environmental significance, including both designated and non-designated heritage
assets and habitats of biodiversity value; and

¢ enhance local green infrastructure and its biodiversity, including the provision of
attractive, safe and convenient amenity open space commensurate with the scale and
type of development, with play space where appropriate.

Designers of new development will be expected to provide supporting evidence for their
design approach. They should have regard to specific design advice contained in
supplementary planning guidance covering the District. The West Oxfordshire Design
Guide, Oxfordshire Historic Landscape Appraisal, Landscape Assessments,
Conservation Area Appraisals and Cotswolds AONB guidance documents are key tools
for interpreting local distinctiveness and informing high design quality.

POLICY OS5: Supporting Infrastructure

New development will be required to deliver, or contribute towards the timely provision
of essential supporting infrastructure either directly as part of the development, or
through an appropriate financial contribution. On larger development sites, phasing of
development will be required and later phases may be contingent on essential
infrastructure being in place. This will include, where applicable the strategic
infrastructure items identified within the Council’s Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) and
CIL Regulation 123 list as well as non-strategic infrastructure requirements including
those associated with individual development proposals. Such provision will be
secured through appropriate mechanisms including the use of planning conditions,
planning obligations and the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL)

POLICY H1: Amount and distribution of housing (part)



Development will be monitored annually to ensure that the overall strategy is being
delivered. Sites for new housing will be identified through partnership working with local
communities, landowners and self-build groups including the use of parish or
neighbourhood plans.

Further allocations may be made through neighbourhood plans in accordance with the
overall distribution of housing set out above and in accordance with other relevant plan
policies, including in particular the general principles set out in Policy OS2.

POLICY H2: Delivery of New Homes Provision (part)
Main service centres, rural service centres and villages

New dwellings will be permitted at the main service centres, rural service centres and
villages in the following circumstances:

¢ On sites that have been allocated for housing development within a Local Plan or
relevant neighbourhood plan;

¢ On previously developed land within or adjoining the built up area provided the loss of
any existing use would not conflict with other plan policies and the proposal complies
with the general principles set out in Policy OS2 and any other relevant policies in this
plan;

¢ On undeveloped land within the built up area provided that the proposalis in
accordance with the other policies in the plan and in particular the general principles in
Policy OS2.

¢ On undeveloped land adjoining the built up area where convincing evidence is
presented to demonstrate that it is necessary to meet identified housing needs, itisin
accordance with the distribution of housing set out in Policy H1 and is in accordance
with other policies in the plan in particular the general principles in Policy OS2.

POLICY T1: Sustainable transport (part)

Priority will be given to locating new development in areas with convenient access to a
good range of services and facilities and where the need to travel by private car can be
minimised, due to opportunities for walking, cycling and the use of public transport,
particularly where this would help to reduce traffic congestion on the routes around
Oxford and the Air Quality Management Areas at Witney and Chipping Norton. In
addition to this;

¢ All new development will be designed to maximise opportunities for walking, cycling
and the use of public transport, ensure the safe movement of vehicles and minimise the
impact of parked and moving vehicles on local residents, business and the
environment.



¢ To promote increased home working and telecommuting, all new residential and
commercial developments will be required to make provision for superfast broadband.

¢ Mixed-use developments will be supported in principle in accessible, sustainable
locations subject to compliance with other relevant local plan policies. Proposals for
new developments that have significant transport implications either in themselves or
in combination with other proposals will be required to include a Transport Assessment
(TA), and a travel plan, in accordance with County Council requirements.

POLICY T2: Highway Improvement Schemes (part)

All development will be required to demonstrate safe access and an acceptable degree
of impact on the local highway network. Development proposals that are likely to
generate significant amounts of traffic, shall be supported by a Transport Assessment
(TA) and a Travel Plan.

Where necessary to mitigate the impact of development and support planned growth,
contributions will be sought from new development towards new and/or enhanced
highway infrastructure either directly as part of the development or in the form of an
appropriate financial contribution.

POLICY T3: Public transport, walking and cycling (part)

All new development will be located and designed to maximise opportunities for
walking, cycling and the use of public transport. Where opportunities for walking,
cycling and using public transport are more limited, other measures will be sought to
help reduce car use as appropriate (e.g. measures to promote home working or the
opportunity for linked trips e.g. through mixed-use development).

POLICY EH2: Landscape character

The quality, character and distinctiveness of West Oxfordshire’s natural environment,
including its landscape, cultural and historic value, tranquillity, geology, countryside,
soil and biodiversity, will be conserved and enhanced.

New development should conserve and, where possible, enhance the intrinsic
character, quality and distinctive natural and man-made features of the local
landscape, including individual or groups of features and their settings, such as stone
walls, trees, hedges, woodlands, rivers, streams and ponds. Conditions may be
imposed on development proposals to ensure every opportunity is made to retain such
features and ensure their long-term survival through appropriate management and
restoration.



Proposals which would result in the loss of features, important for their visual, amenity,
or historic value will not be permitted unless the loss can be justified by appropriate
mitigation and/or compensatory measures which can be secured to the satisfaction of
the Council.

POLICY EHS: Biodiversity and geodiversity (part)

The biodiversity of West Oxfordshire shall be protected and enhanced to achieve an
overall net gain in biodiversity and minimise impacts on geodiversity, including by:
avoiding loss, deterioration or harm to locally important wildlife and geological sites and
sites supporting irreplaceable habitats (including ancient woodland, Plantations on
Ancient Woodland Sites and aged or veteran trees), UK priority habitats and priority
species, except in exceptional circumstances where the importance of the
development significantly and demonstrably outweighs the harm and the harm can be
mitigated through appropriate measures and a net gain in biodiversity is secured



