
 
North Leigh Parish Council 
Response to 24/00482/OUT 

The WODC Local Plan 2031 identifies Witney North as a housing development site and 
has been allocated 1,400 homes. The current application is for 1250 homes and from 
reviewing the application it would seem the reduced number is linked to a reduction in 
the required infrastructure. 

  

The policy has several key considerations including flood risk and transport impact. In 
particular it states the West End |Link Road could offer the dual role not only in terms of 
transport but also in terms of flood risk mitigation. 

  

Traffic impact is regarded as a key consideration and states the West end link and 
Northern Distributor road along with other strategic highway measures proposed at 
Witney will have a number of tangible benefits as well as mitigating the impact of the 
proposed development. 

  

The latest proposal does not include the West End Link Road and looks to class the 
Northern Distributor Road as a primary route as opposed to a Distributor Road. This is 
totally unacceptable. As demonstrated above the Link Road forms part of the current 
WODC Local Plan and is repeated in the current draft 2043 Local Plan. Furthermore, it is 
contrary to the requirements of the current draft NPPF 2026. 

  

Policy TR3 requires any new development to be located where it can support 
sustainable patterns of movement. Paragraph 1b states "opportunities should be taken 
to utilise existing or proposed transport infrastructure in optimising the amount of 
density of development which can be accommodated”. 

  

Policy TR6 states "Development proposals that are likely to generate significant 
amounts of movement should be supported by a Transport statement or assessment 
proportionate to the nature and scale of the development and the likely impact”. 

  

"all development proposals should be capable of proceeding without having a severe 
impact on the transport network (in terms of capacity and congestion...) or an 
unacceptable impact on highway safety. 



 
  

It is clear in view of the scale of the development that the application cannot possibly 
comply with policy TR3 and therefore policy TR6 becomes very material. However, the 
application in view of the comments above the Applicants are not compliant with policy 
TR6 either. 

  

There is also the significant impact the application will have on the surrounding villages. 

  

We are concerned about the junction between the Northern Distributor Road and the 
New Yatt Road. The map shows it as a staggered junction but does not indicate how 
traffic would flow through this junction or the type of vehicles that would be permitted 
to use this junction. 

  

OCC has carried out modelling of the flow of the traffic through Witney that might be 
generated by this development, but this work cannot be deemed to be sufficient until 
further modelling studies have been undertaken showing how this flow links into traffic 
flowing through the New Yatt Road junction and to and from the adjacent villages such 
as North Leigh, Ramsden, Poffley End and other neighbouring villages. 

  

 Education 

The proposal currently only includes additional primary education facilities. In addition, 
to primary education facilities, the size of the development would also require 
additional secondary education facilities. North Leigh Parish Council would object on 
the grounds that the proposed additional education facilities are not sufficient to serve 
a development of this size. 

 


